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Distinguished Chairman Lee—Jay, Cho,
Distinguished Mayor of the Russian city of Khabarovsk,
Distinguished guests, Dear friends and colleagues,
ladies and gentlemen,
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In this colorful harvest Autumn, we are gathered here
in the beautiful Russian city of Khabarovsk for the
Northeast Asia Economic Forum meeting. It is my honor to
have the opportunity to join all of you today for the
promotion of Northeast Asia regional cooperation and for
the prosperity and people’s happiness in all Northeast
Asian countries. First of all, allow me, on behalf of all
the representatives from China, to express our good wishes
to the success of the meeting, and to extend great
appreciation to Chairman Lee—Jay Cho and the other
distinguished participants for their constant endeavors to
promote Northeast Asia regional cooperation. Secondly, I
wish the Forum fruitful progress in promoting Northeast
Asia regional cooperation, and 1in achieving common
prosperity and development among all the Northeast Asian
countries.
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Over the 16 years since 1991, the Northeast Asia
Economic Forum, under the joint efforts by Chairman
Lee-Jay Cho and all the representatives, has made great
contributions to the promotion of Northeast Asia regional
cooperation, and the cooperation especially in the areas
of energy resources, transportation, information and
financial issues has made remarkable progress. We are
proud that China is one of the founders of the Northeast
Asia Economic Forum, and that the Tianjin Municipality is
one of its birthplaces.
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The Chinese government has stated on many occasions

that, the advancement of economic cooperation in the



northeast Asia region is conductive to stability, peace and
development in the region and beneficial toall the people
in all northeast Asia nations. Lately, Chinese President
Hu Jin—Tao has reiterated that, “China will remain
steadfast in taking the road of peaceful development and
will never seek hegemony; the Chinese people will develop
ourselves by means of striving for a peaceful international
environment, and promote world peace with our own
development; China will do its best to achieve a peaceful
development, opening development, cooperative development
and harmonious development; China will adhere to its
fundamental national policy of opening to the outside world
and seek to attain mutual benefits and win-win results with
all countries in the world; China will participate more
broadly in international economic and technological
cooperation and competition with still wider and higher
dimensions.” China will broaden and deepen the cooperation
with northeast Asian countries through both governmental
and nongovernmental channels. We believe that the
Northeast Asia cooperation will be enhanced to a new high

level through our friendly communications.
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The Tianjin Municipal government has always regarded
expanding the cooperation with northeast Asian countries
as one of the most important tasks in its opening to the
outside world. Tianjin shares geographic proximity, people
mobility, cultural affinity, and economic complementarity
with Northeast Asian countries. Lately, the State Council
has approved Tianjin Municipal General Plan, and oriented
the Tianjin Municipality as an economic center in the north
of China, and an international port metropolis and a
comfortable ecological city. And the development and
opening of the Tianjin—based Binhai New area has been
incorporated into the national strategic layout. The

Binhai New Area will be turned into a third growth engine



for China, an open gateway of China’'s northern region, a
high-level modern manufacturing and R&D transformation
base and an international shipping and logistic center in
North China. All of these will not only face Tianjin with
important development opportunities, but also have
tremendous positive influence on the promotion of
northeast Asia regional cooperation.
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I also express my heartful gratitude, on behalf of the



representatives from China and the Tianjin Municipal
government, to the governor and people of the beautiful
Khabarovsk City. I have felt vyour hospitality and
friendship immediately I came to your beautiful city. It
is people’s friendship that is the most solid foundation
for our cooperation. This year marks the “Year of Russia
in China”, which indicates the China—Russian relations has
developed to a new phase and demonstrates the China—Russian
relations are in their “best ever period” in history. The
“national year” between China and Russia is aimed at
furthering mutual understanding and friendship between the
two peoples and expanding bilateral cooperation. At the
present time, the two countries have made fruitful progress
in political cooperation. The China—Russian trade and
economic cooperation has got on a fast track after years
of adaptation. The bilateral trade volume has grown rapidly
for a seven consecutive year, amounting to 21.23 billion
US dollars in 2004, and 29.1 billion dollars in 2005. The
set goal for 2010 at 60 to 80 billion dollars is also
expected to be attained. Of course, this entails the two
countries to strengthen exchanges and explore trade

potentials. I wish this meeting will make more Northeast



Asian countries get better knowledge of the Khabarovsk city,
promote the cooperation between our cities, and make
benefits for the people in the Khabarovsk city.
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In closing, I wish again the meeting a complete
success.

Thank you.



