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Social Movement and Regional Challenge
－ Understanding State and Trend of Japan －
1. Introduction
2. Post-war Success
(1) Yoshida Doctrine
⇒ Concentrate on economic rehabilitation
(2) Balanced rehabilitation and development
⇒ Using budget for public works
(3) Improving national standard (minimum) by centralized nation
⇒ Regulation and protection by the central government
(4) Political stability and power shift inside the party
⇒ 1955 regime and Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
(5) Middle-class Japanese
⇒ More than 90% of the Japanese belonged to middle-class
3. Premise has Changed
(1) Internationalization
⇒ Liberalization of markets
(2) Huge budget deficit
⇒ More than 700 trillion-yen, and still increasing
(3) Low birth rate and aging society
⇒ Less than 1.32, and population is declining
(4) Demerits of governmental controls
⇒ Restricting new economic growth
(5) Beyond bureaucrats’ ability

⇒ No model any more
4. New Wave of Reforms
(1) Budgetary cutback
⇒ Administrative reform and privatization
(2) Deregulation 
⇒ Encouraging self-determination and self-responsibility
(3) Decentralization
⇒ Toward genuine local autonomy
(4) Encouraging competition
⇒ New economic growth as a rising tide
(5) Political reform
⇒ Possibility for power shift between parties
5. National and Regional Agendas
(1) Disparities between rich and poor
⇒ Side effects of free competition 
(2) Disparities between urban area and rural area
⇒ Neo-urbanization and budgetary cutback

(3) Political Turmoil

⇒ Governing party cannot make policies only by themselves

(4) Economic stimulation without using money
⇒ Consolidation, applying for structural reform special zone (deregulation zone)
(5) Designing its own region
⇒ Competition of ideas and creativities, using resources
6. Summary and Conclusion
